
 
 THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER: 

 Today, August 2:  9:00 am Sunday School  
     9:55 am Fellowship Time 
                10:30 am Morning Worship 
     5:00 pm Choir Practice 
     6:00 pm Prayer Meeting 
 Wednesday, August 5:             12:00 pm Men’s Bible Study Lunch 
 Thursday, August 6:  9:30 am Prayer Meeting 
       
There will be a church-wide prayer meeting tonight at 6:00 pm in the fellowship hall.  We 
will intercede for our nation, our church and ask God to revive us again.  
 
Please pray for these Westminster families this week: Gary & Darlene Mullen, Rich 
Nelligan and Manny and Catherine Ngoh 
 
The calligraphy note cards by Mrs. Gilpin are restocked in the narthex and are free for 
the taking to write encouraging notes to others who, especially at this time, would need a 
word of encouragement! 
 
The monthly budget report for June can be found on the small table in the narthex.  If 
you have any questions, please see Gary Mullen, Dan Nielsen, or Rick Harmer. 
 
There is now a basket located in the foyer labeled “Operation Christmas Child 
Donations”. We will be collecting particular items throughout the year to be placed inside 
shoeboxes this November! For the month of July, we would like to collect boy items such as 
socks, hats, sunglasses, flashlights with extra batteries, etc.  
 

Children’s Workers 
August 2:  Nursery – Jessica Karius     Toddlers – Rachel Hollinhead 

August 9:  Nursery – Mary Thomas   Toddlers – Kathy Scholeten 
Children’s Church 

August 2:  Karrie Harmer   August 9:  Donna Ingham 
 

Diaconate House Duty:   August – Rick Harmer 
 
 
 
   
 

Fellowship with God - Our Highest Privilege 
 
How easily we can slide into a self-centered view of the life of faith. Almost before we know 
it, we are looking in, when we should be looking out and up. This is perhaps the most 

striking feature of Owen’s wonderful treatise on Communion With God. It is so radically 
theocentric. This is the note that Owen wants to sound in our minds and hearts. In a deeply 

moving passage, he writes, “Thoughts of communion with the saints were the joy of his 
heart from eternity.” Is this not the most reassuring, consoling and humbling of thoughts? 
Does such a thought not put a sword into the man-centeredness that so afflicts the Christian 
Church today? The center of gravity in the believing life is not my love for him, but his great 
love for me. Grasping this would do more than anything else to rid the Church of the self-
absorption that mars its life, witness and worship. 
 

It was this “God-centered communion” which prepared Owen for death. The day before he 

died, he dictated a last letter to a friend: “I am going to Him whom my soul hath loved, or 
rather who hath loved me with an everlasting love: which is the whole ground of all my 
consolation.” Right to the last, Owen was looking out to God in Christ. What comforted him 
in life, consoled him in death – he was loved with an everlasting love. 
 
If you are anything like me, you need often to be reminded of such basic truth, for basic it 

surely is. Often we think that if only we grasped the “deep things” of the gospel, our spiritual 
lives would deepen and flourish. The truth, however, is that our greatest need is always to 

grasp, and be grasped by “gospel basics”, and nothing is more basic than grasping that in 
Christ, I am loved, dearly loved, with an everlasting love. Let me leave you with one last gem 

from Owen. He assures us that Christ’s “heart is glad in (his people) without sorrow.” Let 

that astonishing truth be the means of drawing out from us those “returns of love” that the 
Beloved seeks from his Bride. 
 
              ~Ian Hamilton 

 


