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God: Trinity in Salvation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Love, Law, Fullness … and more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World: Overcome and Made New 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Loving as Christ Loved the World 
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 Welcome, Announcements and Silent Prayer (10:25) 
   
      The Prelude:    A time of silence to prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
    (Elder to Lead Worship – Dan Nielsen) 
 
 Call to Worship:    Psalm 36:5-7  
 Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the 
 clouds.  Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; your judgments are 
 like the great deep; man and beast You save, O LORD. How precious is your 
 steadfast love, O God! The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of 
 your wings. 
 
 Salutation:    Romans 1:7 
 To those … loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from 
 God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 Invocation:  Adapted from H.O. Old  (Elder)  
 Father, ruler of earth and heaven, we bow before You in this place, for You are 
 all glorious, all wondrous, all holy.  We worship You, O God, our Father, 
 confession with our hymns and prayers the name of Christ, Your Son, whom we 
 acknowledge are Lord indeed. 
 
 Grant to us your blessing and presence, your Word and your peace, that we 
 might be witnesses of your truth, the reflection or your image, the ambassadors 
 of your Kingdom.  O Sovereign God, all glorious, all wondrous, all holy.  To You 
 be glory, honor and praise, forever.  Amen 
      
* Hymn # 101:    Come Thou Almighty King 
 
      Confession of Faith:  Nicene Creed  (page 846)   
 
      Confession of Sin:   Lamentations 3:21-23 (Elder)  
 But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the 
 LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
 morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 
      Silent Confession 

* Congregation Stands 
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      Assurance of Pardon:  Jeremiah 31:34 (Elder) 
 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 
 saying, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
 to the greatest, declares the Lord.  For I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
 will remember their sin no more. 
 
* Hymn # 341:    O Breath of Life 

 
 Offertory Scripture/Prayer:    Hebrews 13:16 (Elder) 
 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 
 are pleasing to God. 
 
 Tithes and Offerings/Offertory Music  
 
      Doxology:  Hymn #731   
 
      Choir Anthem:  Father, We Worship You 
 

Father, we lift our hearts to You in this holy place; 
Grateful for Your tender mercy, and Your plenteous grace. 
Father, we lift our lives to You, our vow of love we bring; 

Given in true humility to our eternal King. 
We lift our voice to honor You as we sing Your praise. 

We bow before You, love and adore You, holy is Your name! 
Father, we lift our prayers to You in this holy place. 

Almighty God, we worship You; we lift our lives to You. 
Father, we worship You. 

 
       Children ages 4 - 2nd grade may go to Children’s Church at this time 
 
      Prayer for the Congregation 
 
      Scripture Reading:  John 1:1, 14; John 3:1-17; Galatians 4:4-5 
 
      Sermon: Meditation for Christians:   The Greatness of God in 
 John 3:16   by Dr. Ed Payne 
 
* Hymn # 529:    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 
      Benediction:  2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
 of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
 

 
  

Preaching the Gospel to Yourself 
 
“Reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans. 6:11). Here, Paul is charging believers to preach the aspect of the 
Gospel that we call definitive sanctification to ourselves. The charge comes on the 
heals of the question, “Shall we continue in sin that grace might abound?” Here 
then is a powerful pastoral tool to encourage holiness in the lives of believers. If one 
is struggling with a particular sin and on the brink of giving into it in the name of 
grace, Paul charges such a one to preach the Gospel of definitive sanctification to 
himself or herself. 
 
In his second letter, the apostle Peter does something similar–however, by 
appealing to the believer’s justification–when he calls his readers to add to their 
faith virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness 
and love (2 Peter 1:5-7). He charges them to “work hard” at adding these 
characteristics one to another, and promises them that by doing this they “will 
never stumble” and “an entrance will be supplied to them abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…”  In 2 Peter 1:9, Peter 
explains that these virtues are the fruit of our having been justified through Christ’s 
death. He explained this when he wrote, “he who lacks these things is shortsighted, 
even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins” (2 Peter 
1:9). It is by remembering what Christ has done for us that we go forward in Christ-
likeness. This is also what Paul seems to be intimating in Colossians 1:5-6. Here 
then we have another powerful example of our need to “preach the Gospel to 
ourselves.” 
 
After asking the question, “Why are you cast down, O my soul? and why are you 
disquieted within me?” the Psalmist turns to preach the truth of God’s redeeming 
grace to himself, when he says to himself, “Hope in God; for I shall yet praise Him, 
the help of my countenance and my God” (Psalm 42:5, 11; 43:5). Note also that the 
Psalmist is hoping in Gospel restoration. There is an anticipatory aspect to his 
prayer. 

 
Because we feel the guilt and the remaining corruption of our sin on a daily basis, 
we need to be reminded that Christ has taken the guilt away in His substitutionary 
death and has broken the power of sin on the cross. Because we are united to Him, 
we need to be constantly reminded of these truths. Sadly, it is true that one can 
easily preach a false Gospel to themselves; but it is impossible to preach the true 
Gospel to ourselves too often. As we preach this Gospel to ourselves, we will grow in 
the holiness that Christ has purchased for us in His death. If we forget these truths, 
Peter tells us that we will “lack” growth in grace and holiness. So, are we to preach 
the Gospel to ourselves? If we are to live as fruitful and godly Christians our 
spiritual lives depend on us doing so. 
         ~Nick Batzig 
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