
  

Bible Knowledge prepares the next Generation for Living and Witnessing 

Keep Deuteronomy 6:7 in the front of your mind as you work with children: “You shall 

teach them [God’s commands] diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when 

you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when 

you rise.” Biblical literacy is at an all-time low in this country. The word of God is hidden 

under a bushel. Kids are story lovers with a million questions. Answer them with the 

Bible. Teach them the stories, the systems, the promises, and the prayers of Scripture. 

Give them Christ colored glasses to make sense of the world they’re trying to figure out. 

Let them learn from expositional preaching, through regular family worship, and the 

study of creation. Make the Bible part of your own speech. It was said of John Bunyan 

that if you pricked him he would bleed Bibline. The world is going to prick our kids. 

Maybe the next generation could start a transfusion. 

Our Christian experience confirms what Adam taught us, that pain and misery follow sin. 

Greed, sexual immorality, vow-breaking, racism, abortion, entitlement, egalitarianism–I 

could go on–are increasingly celebrated rather than fought. The result will be misery for 

many, and misery loves company. As darkness thickens into the next generation our kids’ 

lights will grow all the more conspicuous. Many will be drawn to them, some with every 

intention to extinguish. Our kids need to be ready to call persecution for Christ their 

privilege, to stand firm in the truth of the gospel, and to return good for evil the way 

Christ has done for us. 

But not all will come as adversaries. Some will be drawn to the light to find safety and 

truth and life. When the Supreme Court ruled last year that states could no longer ban 

same-sex marriage, I remember John Piper lamenting the tidal wave of pain that will 

come in the wake of such a decision. I started thinking about how my kids’ peers 

someday will be confused men raised by 2 dads or women scarred from wars they were 

drafted into. It doesn’t take special revelation to see a future full of broken people looking 

for answers and hope. It is our duty not only to this generation but to the next as well, to 

be ready to give an answer for the hope that we have and to teach our children to do the 

same.                        ~Danielle Spencer 
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 The Prelude:    A time of silence to prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
                       
 Welcome, Announcements and Silent Prayer (10:25) 
 
      Receiving New Members:  Colby & Adrienne McKnight and Linda Stephens 
 
 Call to Worship:    Isaiah 57:15 
 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose 
 name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a 
 contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart 
 of the contrite. 
 
 Salutation:    2 Peter 1:2  
 May grace and peace, be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
 our Lord. 
 
 Invocation  
 Our Father in heaven, we have come to worship and bow down, and kneel 
 before You, the Lord our Maker, for You are our God, and we are the people of 
 Your pasture, the sheep of Your hand.  Open the eyes of our hearts that we may 
 know the hope of Your calling, the riches of the glory of our inheritance and the 
 surpassing greatness of Your power toward us in Jesus Christ.  All of this You 
 have brought about in Christ, when You raised Him from the dead and seated 
 Him at your Right Hand in the heavenly places. 
 
 Bow Your heavens and come down.  Inhabit the praises of Your people; grant us 
 the joy of Your presence and be blessed by our praise and adoration.  In Jesus 
 name we ask it, Amen. 
      
* Hymn # 92:    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 
      Confession of Faith:    Heidelberg Catechism Q 60 
 How are you righteous before God? 
 
 Only by true faith in Jesus Christ; that is, although my conscience 
 accuse me, that I have grievously sinned against all the 
 commandments of God, and have never kept any of them, and am 
  mere grace, grants,     * Congregation Stands 
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      still prone always to all evil; yet God without any merit of mine, 
 of mere grace, grants and imputes to me the perfect 
 satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had 
 never  committed nor had any sin, and had myself accomplished 
 all the obedience which Christ has fulfilled for me; if only I 
 accept such benefit with a believing heart. 
 
      Confession of Sin 
 Almighty God, who does freely pardon all who repent and turn to Him, 
 now fulfill in every contrite heart the promise of redeeming grace; 
 forgiving all our sins, and cleansing us from an evil conscience; through 
 the perfect sacrifice of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
      Silent Prayer 
 
      Assurance of Pardon:  Isaiah 53:4-5 
 Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
 considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted. But He 
 was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the 
 punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we 
 are healed. 
 
* Hymn # 712:    O God of Love, O King of Peace 

 
 Offertory Scripture/Prayer:    Acts 20:25 
 Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more 
 blessed to give than to receive. 
 
 Tithes and Offerings/Offertory Music  
 
      Doxology:  Hymn #733   
 
       Children ages 4 - 2nd grade may go to Children’s Church at this time 
 
      Prayer for the Congregation 
 
      Scripture Reading:  Genesis 4:17-26 
 Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch.  When he built a 
 city, he called the name of the city after the name of his son, Enoch. 
 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael 
 fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech.  And Lamech 
 took two wives.  The name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other 
 Zillah.  Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre 
 and pipe.  Zillah also bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments 
 of bronze and iron.  The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 
 
  

       Lamech said to his wives: 
 
 “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;  you wives of Lamech, listen to what I 
 say;  I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for striking me.  If 
 Cain’s revenge is sevenfold, then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.”  
 
  And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name 

Seth, for she said, “God has appointed for me another offspring instead of 
Abel, for Cain killed him.  To Seth also a son was born, and he called his 
name Enosh.  At that time people began to call upon the name of the LORD.   

 
      Sermon:  The Descent of Man and the Hope of God   
                         by Pastor Mark  Scholten 
 
      Hymn #642:  Be Thou My Vision   
 
      Benediction:  2 Corinthians 13:14 
 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
 

Reminder – after each service there will be Elders available at the front 
of the sanctuary to meet with you individually to pray for you 

or any concerns you or your family may have. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


