
 
 

Receiving God’s Promised Blessings 
Acts 2:14-21 

 
What can we learn about Christian preaching from Peter’s sermon? 
Why does Peter quote Joel 2? 
Three things:  
 1) This is that, Joel 2 is fulfilled at Pentecost. 
 2) The last days have begun, the age of salvation through Jesus. 
 3) The return of Prophecy is the confirmation of these facts. 
 
God promises great things for his people. We received them through faith and repentance  
 
Receiving Promised Spiritual Blessings 
 
The oceans of blessings that are available to us. 
Ephesians 1:18-19; Philippians 4:7; 2 Peter 1:2-8. 
Why do we not enjoy these abundant blessings to a greater degree? Repentance and faith. 
God is willing to dwell with a humble, trusting, obedient people. 
1 Peter 5:6; Isaiah 57:15. 
 
The Spirit will be Given Abundantly 
 
Like a downpour (Joel 2:28, 29) 
Signs of the abundance of the Spirit’s presence. 
Prophesy, dreams, and visions. (Numbers 12:6; Hebrews 11:1-2) 
 
The Spirit will be Given Universally/ Abundantly (v 17-18) 
 
Sons, daughters, old men, young men; even upon the servants and slaves will the Spirit come. 
(Colossians 3:11; Galatians 3:28) 
Peter needed a dream to overcome his prejudices against the Gentiles. 
 
God shows wonders in the heavens and the earth. (v 19-20) 
 
What are wonders and signs? 
They authenticate the divine origin of the message. 
  
When are the Last Days? v 17 
  
The last days are the time between the first and second coming of Christ. 
In v 20b, the last days are tied to the great and awesome Day of the Lord. 
 
The Spirit will be given to those who call on the name of the Lord. 
 
Romans 10:11-13 
The call of the gospel goes out to all. 
Find your gift and use it for the glory of God. 
The Spirit comes to all who call on his name. 
Repent and believe.  Receive the promised blessings of God. 

 
 
If you want to know God, you need the Holy Spirit. 

The Wondrous Work of the Holy Spirit Within the Believer 
 
First, the Spirit regenerates… Just as you did nothing to cause yourself to be born into this fallen world, so 
you can do absolutely nothing to bring yourself into the divinely renewed world of redemption. You must be 
born “of the Spirit” (John 3:5, 8). You cannot even coerce the Spirit of God to effect your regeneration. The wind 
blows where it will — and it is the Spirit’s will, not yours, that causes a person to be born from above (John 3:3). 
Indeed, if your will is renewed by the regeneration of the Spirit, you will choose to cry out to God for salvation, 
just as the newborn baby cries out once born. But give the divine Spirit the glory He deserves! Your cry for 
salvation comes as a consequence of your new birth, and never could be the cause of regeneration. The Spirit 
Himself sovereignly does this great work of total renewal. 
 

Second, the Spirit assures. You keep on sinning even after you have been born again, don’t you? So how can 
you be so sure that you are a child of God?  You can be so bold because the Spirit within you attests directly to 
your spirit that you are a son of God. In this most wondrous of works, “the Spirit himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:16)… Because of His personal testimony within your own spirit, you 
can be at peace. Be assured. If His witness is there, you are a son of God. 
 

Third, the Spirit seals. So the Regal Spirit seals every believer in the possession of all the blessings of 
redemption. In this case, it is the seal of the King of kings that cannot be broken… For “having believed, you 
were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance” until 
the day of Christ’s return (Eph. 1:13b, 14a). It is a settled fact. His sealing work cannot be undone — all “to the 
praise of his glory” (Eph. 1:14b). 
 

Fourth, the Spirit sanctifies… God’s holiness, the holiness of the Holy Spirit, permeates every part of his 
person. He goes happily to places of worship, praise, and prayer — places he would not otherwise go. He talks 
boldly about Jesus the Christ. To abuse, he responds with love.  This experience of being filled with the Spirit is 
not something that happens once and then is done. The phrase literally reads, “Be being filled with the Spirit.” 
Constantly, continually, more and more extensively, be permeated in all you think, say, and do by the abiding 
influence of the divine Spirit. It’s the greatest possible experience of life. 
 

Fifth, the Spirit brings forth fruit in the life of every believer. And what a fruit it brings forth! No less 
than nine specific products of the Spirit are listed (Gal. 5:22, 23). But even for the first three of these fruits the 
world would give its all: “LOVE, JOY, PEACE.” But little do they know that it is only the indwelling Holy Spirit 
of God that is capable of producing true love, joy, and peace within the sinner’s heart. He can and will do it when 
no one and nothing else can. 
 

Sixth, the Spirit distributes gifts. Never has every believer received all the gifts, but every believer in every 
age has received some gift for ministering to others (1 Cor. 12:7–11)… (T)o every single member of the body of 
Christ the Spirit gives spiritual capacities for ministering to others. For some, it is the gift to preach or to teach 
God’s Word (Eph. 4:11). For others, it is the gift of encouragement (Rom. 12:8a). For still others, it may be the 
gift of administration (Rom. 12:8b). No greater sense of fulfillment in life can be found than when you are using 
your spiritual gifts to the fullest. If you are a blessing to others, you know you are most fully blessed. And this 
most satisfying of experiences will come only through the outworking of God’s gifts, given to you by His Spirit. 
 

Seventh, the Spirit empowers for worldwide witness. The resurrected Christ promised it: “You shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you shall be my witnesses” to the world (Acts 1:8). The 
Spirit came on the day of Pentecost, and His power for witnessing to the world has been present ever since. For 
two thousand years, the Christian Gospel has continued to spread to every continent and nation.  By the coming 
of the Spirit of God into your life, you are empowered to give a worldwide witness, as well as a local witness, by 
your praying, your testifying, your giving, and your going. How great a privilege it is to be the instrument of 
witness to the whole world by the power of Christ’s Spirit.  So the Spirit does a great work, both without and 
within. A proper appreciation of His mighty deeds should stir up a spirit of submission and praise. For He 
accomplishes far more than inspiring spontaneous utterances within the occasional assemblies of believers. 
Creation, redemption, and consummation are all a part of the wondrous work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                  ~O Palmer Robertson 
 

 


