
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

The Gates of Hell shall not Prevail  
Acts 12  

April 18, 2021  
   
Voltaire and the Geneva Bible Society. 
 
At Caesarea Philippi Jesus said, “…on this rock, I will build my church and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16:18 
 
What does “on this rock” mean? 
 
Tell me about Caesarea Philippi. 
 
Sin has brought division and warfare to God’s creation.   
 
We should expect conflict, but we should also expect victory. 
 
Who was Herod (Agrippa 1)?  
 
Marcus Julius Agrippa, 10BC - 44Ad 
             
As king, he eagerly sought the approval of the Jewish people.   
 
Herod martyred James, and Peter was next. 
 
Peter was in prison securely guarded. Why? (Acts 5:17-21)  
 
The Church's response to Persecution from the State  
            
Earnest Prayer v 5 
                
Angel Comes to Peter  
            
Wakes him up, on the day before his execution.  
    
Peter Goes to Church  
            
Rhoda reports that Peter is here, no one believes her.  
 
Herod Reacts  
             
Searches for Peter, kills the guards and runs off to Caesarea. 
  
Herod, and Tyre and Sidon  
              
Herod at a feast rose to give a speech to those from Tyre and Sidon. 

The Spiritual Autopsy determined the cause of death; pride. Isa 14:17 
   
Our text closes with these familiar words throughout the book of Acts, “…the Word of God 
increased and multiplied:”  
 
We are at war - and we shall prevail! 
  
The gates of hell shall not stand against the triumph of God through His church. 
 

 
 

On This Rock I Will Build My Church 
 
Jesus’ questions and Peter’s response are familiar to many of us, as is Jesus’ play on words: 
Peter’s name means rock, and Jesus will build His church on this rock – Peter and his 
confession of faith in Christ.  But perhaps there is more to the story. Maybe like many of us, 
you’ve never thought about when in Jesus’ ministry this discussion takes place and where it 
occurs. 
 
Ray Vander Laan, founder of That the World May Know Ministries, teaches the significance 
of both the timing and the location in a video study, “The Early Church:  Five Lessons on 
Becoming a Light in the Darkness.”  He explains that Jesus is using the site as a vivid object 
lesson to make several key points. Most importantly, Jesus affirms Peter’s response about 
who He is: The Messiah, the Son of the Living God. “Not these false gods, worshiped here 
at Caesarea Philippi, but Jesus is the one true God,” Vander Laan says. 
 
Jesus agrees with Peter and then says, “On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” 
 
Vander Laan notes that “a gate is defensive, if the gates of Hades won’t stand, it is the 
community of God that is bringing the message to the gates.” Vander Laan pictures Jesus 
pointing to the “Gates of Hell” and the idolatry and sexual brokenness and telling the 
disciples, “Look at this. This represents everything disgusting and broken and wrong with 
the world we live in. And what I want you to do is to bring the message of the love of God 
and I want you to show them that this is wrong and I want you to replace it with what is 
meaningful and significant. Build my community on this rock.                                                                                                                

  ~Jeff Johnston 
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