
  

Tinkering with the Promise: The Temptation of Abram 
Genesis 16 

 

Review of the Life of Abram.  
 

Faith is trusting in the promise of God at all times.   
 

Religion is man reaching out to God in hope. 
 

Christianity is God reaching down to man in love.  
 

God is telling us, “This is what I am going to do, trust me.” 
   

Can you Trust God in the Dark?   
 

Helping God Out: Sarai’s Indecent Proposal 
  

Take Hagar as a wife, and raise up children for me. 
  

This was legally acceptable, morally wrong, and covenantally unfaithful 
 

Sinful Reactions to the Success of the Indecent Proposal 
 

Hagar’s pride, Abram’s abdication, Sarai’s anger 
  

In a dispute, we often think that someone is right and someone is wrong.  
 

Sometimes everyone is wrong.  
 

Running from your Problems and God’s Intervention 
 

God calls her by name and function. 
  

He is confronting her failure, her pride, and failure to submit. 
 

God cares for the oppressed and the rejected. 
 

Notice the consequences of one sinful suggestion. 
 

Notice the weakness of even the best of saints. 
 

Notice the wisdom of God in making everything depend on Him. 
 

Notice the astonishing grace of God in meeting our needs. 
 

Notice the comfort of God’s commitment to His promises 
 

God’s message to us in this text. God alone fulfills His covenant. 
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 The Prelude:    A time of silence to prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
     (Elder to Lead Worship – Pastor Mark Scholten)  
                     
 Welcome, Announcements and Silent Prayer (10:25) 
 
 Call to Worship:    Psalm 117 (Responsively) 
 Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples! 
 

 For great is His steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the 
 LORD endures forever. 
 

 Praise the LORD! 
 
 Salutation:    1 Timothy 1:2b (Elder) 
 Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  
  
 Invocation (Elder)  
   
* Hymn # 7:    From All That Dwell below the Skies (Psalm 117) 
 
      Confession of Faith:    The Apostles’ Creed pg 845 in hymnal (Unison)     
 
      Call to Confession of Sin:    Psalm 32:5 (Elder) 
 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will 
 confess my transgressions to the Lord.” 
 
      Silent Confession 
 
      Assurance of Pardoning Grace:    Psalm 32:5 (Elder) 
 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will 
 confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
*     Hymn # 629:    What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

* Congregation Stands 
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 Offertory Scripture/Prayer:    Acts 4:32-33 (Elder)  
 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 
 and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, 
 but they had everything in common. And with great power the apostles 
 were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and  
 great grace was upon them all. 
 
 Tithes and Offerings/Offertory Music 
 
 Doxology:    Hymn # 731 
  
 Choir Anthem:    You Have Been Gracious to Me!    by Marty Parks  
 

 Over and over and all the day long, multiplied mercies I see; 
 Over and over I'll sing out the song:  You have been gracious to me!  
 You have been gracious to me! 
 New every morning; fresh every day; wonderfully gracious; in every way; 
 Faithful Companion, the God of my days, worthy of worship  
 And all of my praise! 
 Over and over and all the day long, multiplied mercies I see; 
 Over and over I'll sing out the song:  You have been gracious to me! 
 You have been gracious to me! 
 Righteous Redeemer; glorified Lamb; mighty Creator; the great I AM! 
 With every sunrise will I seek Your face, and You receive me, 
 I'm covered by grace! 
 Over and over and all the day long, multiplied mercies I see; 
 Over and over I'll sing out the song:  You have been gracious to me!  
 You have been gracious to me! 
 

Children ages 4 - 2nd grade may go to Children’s Church at this time 

 
 Prayer for the Congregation (Pastor) 
   
      Scripture Reading:    Old Testament – Genesis 16 
                                    New Testament – Galatians 4:21-31 
 

      Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
      Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 
      Sermon:    Tinkering with God’s Promise    by Pastor Mark Scholten 
 
      Prayer 
 
*    Hymn # 348:    Jesus, with Thy Church Abide 

* Benediction:    2 Corinthians 13:14 
  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
 

Reminder – after each service there will be Elders available at the front 
of the sanctuary to meet with you individually to pray for you 

or any concerns you or your family may have. 
 

 
 
 

Do You Listen to Your Wife? 
 

Adam and Abram both “listened to the voice of” their wives (Genesis 3:17; 16:2). What 
is more, in both cases the woman “took” and “gave” to her husband (Genesis 3:6; 
16:3)….  Adam and Abram both abdicated their God-given role of spiritual headship, 
and instead of leading their wives toward the path of obedience to God, they followed 
their wives away from obedience. 
 

This is a sin that I can speak about from personal experience.  I am a people pleaser, 
and of all the people in the world whom I most want to please, my wife is number one.  
That’s not always a bad thing.  Since I am married to a woman with a great deal of  
wisdom who possesses a skill in relationships that I often lack, listening to my wife is 
often the best thing that I can do!  In Genesis 21:12, God specifically commands 
Abraham to listen to his wife because in this instance she is right. 
 

There are many times when wives can lead their husbands toward the truth, not just 
away from it: they are given to their husbands as helpers to complete them, to bring 
unique insights to bear what men often lack.  Yet, there are times when I find myself 
listening to my wife not because she is speaking with wisdom and insight, but because 
I don’t know how to deal with the fact that she is fearful, in pain, or flat-out sinning.  I 
may listen to her not because I think that she is right and wise, but in order to avoid 
conflict and to keep the peace.  That is a clear failure in leadership on my part, as well 
as a failure truly to love (my wife) enough to counter her ideas and confront her sinful 
thinking when that is what she needs most from me. 
 

Of course, there are also times when husbands can lead their wives astray.  Wives may 
need to confront sinful and wrong ideas advanced by their husbands…. Obedience to 
God must be more precious to us than our idols of domestic peace and harmony, 
which we seek to achieve by keeping our spouse happy in every situation. 
 

~ Iain Duguid, Living in the Gap Between Promise and Reality, pp 64-65 


