
  

 
 
 

God’s Sovereign Plan 
 
No matter what we may confess officially, our functional belief is that we are the captains 
of the ships of our lives.  Isn’t that why we are angry with God so much of the time?  We 
are often quietly resentful of the fact that God is steering our lives in ways that we didn’t 
expect and didn’t want.  If we were steering, our lives would navigate around pain and 
suffering, broken relationships, frustrating friendships, besetting sins, and so on.  We 
would sail smoothly from triumph to triumph, from one situation that showcases our 
gifts and graces to another, like a swan gliding across a still summer lake.  Instead, God 
buffets us from one crisis to another, through severe financial pain, through agonizing 
physical pain, through humiliation relational pain, until, with the disciples on the lake, 
we cry out, “Lord, don’t You care that I’m perishing?” (see Mark 4:38)  Sometimes He 
stills the storm for us, while at other times the storm gets deeper and darker.  You suffer 
traumatic physical or sexual abuse; your marriage breaks down and ends in divorce; your 
besetting sins become an addiction that ruins your life.  Where is God in all this?  He 
remains sovereign as always, but His sovereign plan involves showing you that His grace 
is sufficient for you not just in your strength and your successes but in your weakness, 
your brokenness, and your sin. 

~ Iain Duguid 
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 The Prelude:    A time of silence to prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
     (Elder to Lead Worship – Roy Smith)  
                     
 Welcome, Announcements and Silent Prayer (10:25) 
 
 Call to Worship:    Psalm 46:1-7 (Responsively) 
 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
  

 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the 
 mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
  

 Though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
  

 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
 habitation of the Most High. 
  

 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when 
 morning dawns. 
  

 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; He utters His voice, the earth 
 melts. 
  

 The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
 
 Salutation:    2 Peter 1:2 (Elder) 
 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
 our Lord.  
  
 Invocation (Elder)  
   
* Hymn # 55:    To God Be the Glory 
 
      Confession of Faith:    1 John 2:28-3:3 (Responsively)     
 And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears we may have 
 confidence and not shrink from Him in shame at His coming.  
 

 If you know that He is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who 
 practices righteousness has been born of Him. 
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 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 
 children of God; and so we are.  
 

 The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 
 Him.  
 

 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 
 but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see 
 Him as He is.  
 

  And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as He is pure. 
 
      Confession of Sin:    1 John 5:13-14 (Elder) 
  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you 

may know that you have eternal life.  And this is the confidence that we have 
toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His will He hears us. 

 
       Silent Prayer 
 
       Assurance of Pardoning Grace:    Ezekiel 36:25-26 (Elder) 
  I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  And I will give you a 
new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of 
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

 
*     Hymn # 674:    I Need Thee Every Hour 
 
 Offertory Scripture/Prayer:    Psalm 116:12-14 (Pastor)  
 What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits to me? I will lift up the cup 
 of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, I will pay my vows to the LORD 
 in the presence of all His people. 
 
 Doxology:    Hymn # 733 
 
 Choir Anthem:    Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)    by Chris Tomlin  
 

 Amazing grace How sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me 
 I once was lost, but now I'm found Was blind, but now I see 
 

 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear And grace my fears relieved 
 How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed 
 

 (CHORUS)  My chains are gone I've been set free 
 My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
 And like a flood His mercy reigns Unending love, amazing grace 
 

 The Lord has promised good to me His word my hope secures 
 He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures 
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 (CHORUS) 
 

 The earth shall soon dissolve like snow The sun forbear to shine 
 But God, who called me here below Will be forever mine 
 Will be forever mine 

 
Children ages 4 - 2nd grade may go to Children’s Church at this time 

 
 Prayer for the Congregation (Pastor) 
   
       Scripture Reading:    New Testament – Romans 4:13-21 
                                     Old Testament – Genesis 17 
 

       The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of the Lord endures forever. 
       
       Sermon:    Total Commitment to the God of the Impossible   
   by Pastor Mark Scholten 
 
       Prayer 
 
*     Communion Hymn # 717:    Blest the Man That Fears Jehovah (Psalm 128) 
 
 Communion Invitation    (Please move to the center sections) 
 
 The Bread and Cup    (Please come forward to receive the elements.   
     Partake individually.) 
 
 Prayer 
 
* Hymn # 616:    Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
 
* Benediction 
 
* Tithes and Offerings:    These will be collected as you exit the building     
 
   

Reminder – after today’s service Elder Roy Smith will be available at 
the front of the sanctuary to meet with you individually to pray 

for you or any concerns you or your family may have. 
 
 

 
 


